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Council Agenda Report 
 
 

 
To: Mayor Farrer and the Honorable Members of the City Council 
 
Prepared by:  Robert DuBoux, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 

Approved by: Reva Feldman, City Manager 
 
Date prepared:  May 20, 2020     Meeting date:         June 8, 2020 
 
Subject:  Assessment District 98-1 (Big Rock Mesa) 
 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  1) Conduct the Public Hearing; and 2) Adopt Resolution 
No. 20-24 levying an assessment for the maintenance, repair, and improvements works, 
systems and facilities pertaining to Assessment District 98-1 (Big Rock Mesa) for Fiscal 
Year 2020-2021. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  There is no fiscal impact associated with the recommended action.  
All revenues and expenditures are recorded in the Big Rock Mesa Landslide 
Maintenance District Fund 290.  The total District levy for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 is 
$320,519.79 for continued maintenance and capital improvements, with each Benefit 
Assessment Unit (BAU) assessed at 453.93.  As the average single-family home has 
two BAUs the annual assessment will be $907.86 per household (see Table 1 on page 4 
of Assessment Engineer’s Report – Attachment 1).  The maximum allowable 
assessment amount of $907.86 for two BAUs, which includes an allowed annual 
increase set by the Consumer Price Index. The annual assessment for Fiscal Year 2020-
2019 is an increase of $17.36 (per household) over the 2019-2020 assessment of 
$890.50 
 
WORK PLAN: This item was included as item 8e in the Adopted Work Plan for Fiscal 
Year 2019-2020. 
 
DISCUSSION:  The City administers the Big Rock Mesa Landslide Assessment District 
on behalf of the District’s homeowners.  The District was originally established by Los 
Angeles County as County Improvement District No. 2629R2 following the major 
landslide during the winter storms in 1983, with the purpose of improving the stability of 
the landslide.  As a result of the “El Nino” storms in 1998 and landslide movement, the 
City Council formed Assessment District 98-1 (Big Rock Mesa) pursuant to the Municipal 
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Improvement Act of 1913.  This District was formed to construct new dewatering and 
monitoring facilities in the eastern mesa area and also to take over maintenance of the 
entire dewatering system, replacing the maintenance function of the Los Angeles County 
assessment district. 
 
Fugro Consultants, Inc., (Fugro) under contract with the City of Malibu, monitors and 
maintains the District facilities that include 24 dewatering wells, 32 hydraugers, and 
numerous slope inclinometers and piezometers.  The dewatering wells and hydraugers 
lower the groundwater level in the landslide area, thereby improving the stability of the 
hillside.  Readings from the hydraugers are recorded on a monthly basis.  Piezometers 
are used to monitor the water levels in the dewatering wells on a bi-weekly basis. 
Monitoring of land movement is done using the slope inclinometers, drilled into the 
ground to depths up to 400 ft. The inclinometers are recorded on a quarterly basis. In 
addition, the quality of the water extracted is monitored on a quarterly basis in 
accordance with the Districts’ National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit.   
 
For the upcoming fiscal year, anticipated work budgeted includes NPDES water quality 
monitoring, well maintenance, inclinometer and piezometer monitoring, data plotting and 
analysis, and pipeline and equipment maintenance. 
 
Both the Annual Assessment District report and the Annual Maintenance District reports 
are posted on the City’s website.  In May 2020, a letter was sent to all property owners in 
the district advising them of the availability of these reports (Attachment 2).   
 
Fugro’s contract is set to expire in August 2020.  The City extended their agreement 
twice.  On March 9, 2020, the City issued a Request for Proposals for consultants for the 
operation and maintenance of this landslide assessment district.  Staff is currently 
evaluating the proposals and anticipates presenting an agreement to the Council for 
consideration prior to August 2020. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. Resolution No. 20-24 
2. Letter sent to property owners on availability of annual Assessment District Report 

for 2020-2021 and Maintenance District Report 
3. Notice of Public Hearing 

 



 ATTACHMENT 1 

 RESOLUTION NO. 20-24 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MALIBU 

LEVYING AN ASSESSMENT FOR THE MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND 

IMPROVEMENT OF WORKS, SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES OF ASSESSMENT 

DISTRICT NO. 98-1 (BIG ROCK MESA) FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021 

 

 

The City Council of the City of Malibu does hereby find, order and resolve as follows: 

 

SECTION 1. Recitals. 

 

A. The City Council of the City of Malibu, State of California, did on May 11, 1998, 

adopt its resolution of intention, Resolution No. 98-030, pursuant to the Municipal 

Improvement Act of 1913, Division 12 of the Streets and Highways Code 

(commencing with Section 10000) (the "1913 Act") and the alternative proceedings 

under the Special Assessment Investigation, Limitation and Majority Protest Act of 

1931, Part 7.5 of Division 4 of the Streets and Highways Code (commencing with 

Section 2960), for the reconstruction and annual maintenance of certain public 

improvements, together with appurtenances and appurtenant work in connection 

therewith (collectively, the "Improvements"), in a special assessment district known 

and designated as Assessment District No. 98-1 (Big Rock Mesa) (hereinafter 

referred to as the "Assessment District"). 

 

B. Section 5 of the Resolution of Intention No. 98-030 declared the Council’s intention 

to levy an assessment to maintain, repair or improve the Improvements pursuant to 

Section 10100.8 of the 1913 Act. 

 

C. On June 29, 1998, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 98-049 confirming 

assessments and ordering improvements made for Assessment District No. 98-1. 

 

D. The City Council proposes to levy an assessment for the maintenance, repair and 

improvement of the Improvements for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 pursuant to the 

authorization contained in Section 5 of the Resolution of Intention No. 98-030. 

 

E. The City Clerk fixed a time and place for a public hearing relating to the proposed 

assessment. 

 

F. At the time set for the public hearing, all comments, objections and protests were 

duly heard and considered. 

 

G. All evidence, both oral and written, relative to the necessity for the proposed 

assessment was heard and considered. 

 

H. The City Council is now satisfied as to the proposed assessment. 

 

I. The City Council previously designated the City Engineer to perform the duties of 

the Superintendent of Streets for purposes of the proceedings in connection with the 

annual levy of assessments for the maintenance and repair or improvement of the 

Improvements pursuant to Section 10100.8 of the 1913 Act. 
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SECTION 2. The Annual Assessment Report for Assessment District No. 98-1, City of Malibu, 

Big Rock Mesa, dated June 8, 2020 (Attachment A) is hereby accepted. 

 

SECTION 3. The City Council hereby approves the estimate of expenditures for the maintenance, 

repair and improvement of the Improvements for Fiscal Year 2020-2021 as shown on Exhibit A of 

the Annual Assessment Report, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. The City 

Council hereby determines to levy and collect a special assessment in the amount of the estimate of 

expenditures contained in Exhibit B of the Engineer’s Report, attached hereto and incorporated 

herein by reference, such special assessment to provide for the maintenance, repair and improvement 

of the Improvements for Fiscal Year 2020-2021. 

 

SECTION 4. The apportionment and the method of spread of the special assessment, as shown in 

Exhibit C of the Engineer’s Report, attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, are hereby 

approved and adopted as being a correct and proper apportionment, the assessment having been 

spread in accordance with benefits to be received. 

 

SECTION 5. The assessments set forth in Exhibit B of the Engineer’s Report, attached hereto and 

incorporated herein by reference are hereby confirmed and the City Council hereby determines that 

the assessments as set forth in Exhibit B shall be levied, collected and enforced at the same time, in 

the same manner, by the same officers, and with the same interest and penalties as in the case of the 

assessment levied to pay for the Improvements. 

 

SECTION 6. The City Council hereby finds that, due to the marginal stability of the Big Rock area 

and the nature of the Big Rock Mesa landslide mitigation system and facilities, the approved 

maintenance, repair and improvement expenses have to be incurred in order to maintain the level of 

benefit to the assessed parcels.  The City Council further finds that the level of benefit derived from 

the Improvements would otherwise decline more rapidly than usual for other public works of the 

type involved because of the circumstances which do not ordinarily affect such public works, to wit, 

geologic instability. 

 

SECTION 7. The City Council hereby finds that notice of the time and place of the public hearing 

regarding the proposed assessment has been given as required by law. 

 

SECTION 8. A special fund was established to be maintained and administered in accordance with 

the provisions of Section 10100.8 of the 1913 Act, into which all payments received upon the 

assessment shall be deposited. 

 

SECTION 9. The officers of the City are hereby authorized and directed to take such actions as 

may, in the view of such officers, be necessary or appropriate to implement the matters contemplated 

by this Resolution and the other documents and instruments related thereto. 

 

SECTION 10. The levy of the proposed assessment is for the maintenance, repair or minor alteration 

of existing facilities to provide landslide mitigation services.  Therefore, the City Council hereby 

finds that the assessment and this Resolution have no significant effect on the environment for the 

purposes of the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA").  The assessment and this 
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Resolution are therefore exempt from CEQA pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations Section 15061 (b) (3) and Section 15301. 

 

SECTION 11. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution and enter it 

into the book of original resolutions.   

 

PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 8th day of June 2020. 

 

      _____________________________ 

KAREN FARRER, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

HEATHER GLASER, City Clerk 

 (seal) 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

_________________________________ 

CHRISTI HOGIN, City Attorney 
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City of Malibu 
23825 Stuart Ranch Road ● Malibu, California ● 90265-4861 

Phone (310) 456-2489 ● Fax (310) 456-3356 ● www.malibucity.org 

C:\Work\Malibu\BR Letter to Owner.doc    Recycled Paper 

May 20, 2020 

Assessment No.: 005 
Assessor's Parcel No.:  4449-011-900 
Situs Address: 
Property Owner: State Of Calif Mtns Recreation  

Re: Internet Access to Annual Reports --Assessment District No. 98-1 

Dear Property Owner: 

The City of Malibu will post the geologist's annual report titled "Annual Report, July 2019 Through June 
2020" for the Big Rock Mesa assessment district on its website in November 2020.  The report presents 
detailed discussions on the status of the district and the maintenance and monitoring activities for the past 
year.  In addition, the fiscal year 2020-21 annual assessment report for the assessment district will be 
posted in July 2020.  Staff anticipates that this year's assessments will increase by the annual CPI 
adjustment of 1.95% as specified in the annual assessment report.  To access the reports, please follow 
the steps below. 

1. Go to https://www.malibucity.org/

2. Click on City Government located on the top of the page

3. Click on Public Works / Engineering

4. Click on Assessment Districts on the left of the page

5. Click on the Big Rock Mesa assessment district.  Within the district's homepage, click on Annual
Assessment Reports or Geologist's Annual Report.

If you would like additional information, please contact Brandie Ayala at (310) 456-2489 ext. 352. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Wen, Vice President 
DTA 
for 
Rob DuBoux 
Public Works Director / City Engineer 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF MALIBU 
CITY COUNCIL 

 
The City of Malibu City Council will hold a public hearing on MONDAY, June 8, 2020, at 
6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers, Malibu City Hall, 23825 Stuart Ranch Road, Malibu, 
CA, for the project identified below. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING TO HEAR COMMENTS AND CONSIDER 
RESOLUTION LEVYING ASSESSMENTS FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT OF WORKS, 
SYSTEMS AND FACILITIES FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

 
Assessment District No. 98-1 (Big Rock) 
 

This public hearing will be held via the Zoom application only in order to reduce the risk of 
spreading COVID-19 and pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-
20 and the County of Los Angeles Public Health Officer’s Safer at Home Order (revised 
May 13, 2020). 
 
HOW TO VIEW THE MEETING: No physical location from which members of the public 
may observe the meeting and offer public comment will be provided. Please view the 
meeting, which will be live streamed at https://malibucity.org/video and 
https://malibucity.org/VirtualMeeting. 
 
HOW TO PARTICIPATE DURING THE MEETING: Members of the public may speak 
during the meeting through the Zoom application. You must first sign up to speak before 
the item you would like to speak on has been called by the Mayor and then you must be 
present in the Zoom conference to be recognized. 
 
Written objections or comments regarding the Assessment Districts may be submitted to 
the City Clerk by email to cityclerk@malibucity.org between now and Monday, June 8, 
2020.  If you are unable to submit your objections by email please contact the City Clerk at 
(310 456-2489, ext. 228 to make alternative arrangements as City Hall is currently closed 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the Public Health Order listed above.  All written 
objections or comments must be received prior to the opening of the public hearing. 
 
A copy of all relevant material, including resolutions, staff reports, and Engineer's Reports, 
are on file and available by request.  Requests or questions about this notice should be 
directed to Public Works Director Robert DuBoux at (310) 456-2489 ext. 339 or 
rduboux@malibucity.org. 
  
IF YOU CHALLENGE THE COUNCIL’S ACTION IN COURT, YOU MAY BE LIMITED TO 
RAISING ONLY THOSE ISSUES RAISED AT THE PUBLIC HEARING DESCRIBED IN 
THIS NOTICE, OR IN WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE DELIVERED TO THE CITY, 
EITHER AT OR PRIOR TO THE PUBLIC HEARING. 
 
         
Robert DuBoux, Public Works Director 
 
Publish Date: May 28 and June 4, 2020 

https://malibucity.org/video
https://malibucity.org/VirtualMeeting
mailto:cityclerk@malibucity.org
mailto:rduboux@malibucity.org

